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WHAT MAKES A GOOD PHOTO 
SHOOT?
Here are a few things to keep in mind when 
you’re shooting:

•  Don’t be afraid to get close to your subject. A 
strong point of interest draws the reader into 
the story.

•  Shoot a few images framed both vertically and 
horizontally.

•  Rather than shooting straight on, try a variety 
of camera angles.

•  Try framing the subject in an interesting way– 
position your subject off center. 

•  Look for interesting locations and 
backgrounds that help tell the story. For 
example, signs, landmarks, or buildings.

DOS AND DON’TS
•  Make a plan. Try to think of two or three 

images that would best tell your story, and 
then concentrate on getting those shots.

•  Get media releases. ATPE’s media releases 
are available on Leader Central/Download 
Central/Local Unit Management Tools. You’ll 
want releases for both adults and minors 
who are featured in your photos. It’s much 
easier to get the releases ahead of time and 
photograph individuals who have releases on 
file than it is to identify photo subjects and 
obtain releases after the fact.

•  Plan to use props when appropriate. Are 
there props (think about books, tablets, 
homework, ATPE promo items, etc.) that can 
help tell the story? Plan ahead and have those 
available for your photos.

ATPE PHOTO TIPS

ATPE depends on quality photos now more than ever. From the ATPE News 
quarterly magazine to blogs to social media, photos can be a great way to 
highlight our members–and mission–in action. Interesting photos can draw 
the reader in and provide valuable opportunities to share your ATPE story.

See back for examples of good and bad photography.
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ATPE PHOTO TIPS
DURING YOUR SHOOT
•  Use the highest quality settings available. 

While low-resolution images will work on the 
web, they won’t work in print.

• Clean your camera lens (even on your phone).

•  Be sure your subject is in sharp focus. If 
you’re shooting on autofocus using a pocket 
camera, you can simply depress the shutter 
button halfway and give the camera an 
opportunity to focus before pressing fully to 
take the shot. If you’re using your phone, you 
can usually touch the screen at the point of 
focus to ensure your subject is sharp. 

•  Shoot in well-lit areas. Be sure there are no 
shadows falling across your subjects’ faces. 

•  Avoid back-lit scenes. If there’s a bright light 
or window behind your subjects, then your 
subjects are likely to appear as silhouettes 
against the bright background. You can either 
add a flash or re-position your subjects to 
correct the issue. 

AFTER YOUR SHOOT
Share your photos with the ATPE Marketing & 
Communications team. Email: comm@atpe.org.
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