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WHAT MAKES A GOOD VIDEO 
SHOOT?
Here are a few things to keep in mind when 
you’re shooting a video:

•  Find a visually interesting location to serve as 
a backdrop.

•  Think about audio quality. Lavalier (clip) 
microphones, handheld stick microphones, 
and shotgun microphones are designed to 
capture quality audio.

•  Use a tripod. Stability adds a professional 
touch to videos.

•  Use big memory cards. HD video takes up 
a lot of space, so make sure you have the 
gigabytes to store what you’re shooting.

•  Shoot at different focal lengths (wide, 
medium, and close) and try different angles 
to keep your audience’s attention.

ATPE VIDEO TIPS
Videos are a dynamic and creative way to showcase the benefits of ATPE 
membership, share member news, outline guidelines, or provide training. 
Whether you are recording a member testimonial for promotional use 
or recording a local ATPE event, it is important to ensure ATPE-affiliated 
videos meet brand standards and adhere to ATPE messaging guidelines. 
Let’s make impactful videos—while maintaining brand consistency—that 
people love to watch!

What makes a good video? Think about the videos you enjoy watching!  
For the purposes described above, here are some tips:

• Keep your videos short (ideally, no more than three minutes).

• Ensure that your speaker is engaging and interesting.

•  Make certain that your speaker and visuals are to-the-point and clearly 
deliver the message you want to convey.

•  Avoid any unnecessary distractions (background noise or distracting 
activity in the background).
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TIPS FOR VIDEO EDITING
Here are a few guidelines for editing your 
videos:

•  Edit out mistakes—both technical and speaker 
errors.

•  Cut between different camera angles and 
focal lengths. 

•  Avoid abrupt transitions between clips that 
make the subject appear to jump from one 
spot to another.

•  Make your cuts during scenes with motion 
or action to make the cuts less distracting to 
viewers.

•  Add a soundtrack that is public domain or 
royalty-free. Consider purchasing audio tracks 
through a stock audio provider. Do not use 
copyrighted music in your videos. 

ATPE VIDEO GUIDELINES
•  The ATPE Marketing & Communications team 

is here to help you develop your message. We 
are happy to work with you to develop and 
plan a video, and to help with script editing or 
talking points.

•  Please use the talking points in this flier, or a 
script provided to you by ATPE Marketing & 
Communications, when discussing member 
benefits such as legal protection and liability 
insurance. Despite your best intentions, 
videos that make representations about ATPE 

benefits can subject the ATPE state office 
to false advertising, libel, or other claims. 
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT ANY MESSAGES 
THAT REFERENCE LEGAL OR INSURANCE 
BENEFITS USE ONLY THE LANGUAGE 
PROVIDED OR PRE-APPROVED BY ATPE.

•  It is important to use the official ATPE logo 
without modification. The proportions, colors, 
typeface, and positioning of the logo elements 
should never be altered or distorted. You 
can request a suitable ATPE logo via Leader 
Central on atpe.org/Leader-Central/Request-
Forms/Logo-Use-Request. Any use of the 
ATPE logo should adhere to the guidelines 
listed in the ATPE Brand Standards guide.

• Please do not edit official ATPE videos.

•  At the end of your video, please add the ATPE 
Video Disclosure available for download on 
Leader Central on atpe.org.

ATPE VIDEO TIPS

http://atpe.org/Leader-Central/Request-Forms/Logo-Use-Request
http://atpe.org/Leader-Central/Request-Forms/Logo-Use-Request
atpe.org/getattachment/leader-central/Download-central/ATPE-Brand-Standards_2014.pdf
http://www.atpe.org/en/Leader-Central/Download-Central
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TALKING POINTS
The talking points provided below are included 
in the ATPE Volunteer Study Guide. They 
highlight the numerous benefits of being an 
ATPE member and are designed to help you 
speak about all our association offers. Although 
we do encourage you to speak from personal 
experience about the services and benefits of 
ATPE membership, please keep in mind that 
the phrases below have been approved by the 
ATPE state office. Do not modify the approved 
language regarding protection, attorney 
services, and insurance benefits. 

PROTECTION*
Could you afford an attorney?: If you have an 
employment-related legal issue, an attorney 
costs an average of $200 or more per 
hour—more than the cost of a year of ATPE 
membership. 

Get help fast: ATPE is one quick phone 
call or email away if you have a liability- or 
employment-related legal concern. Plus, 
representation can be provided locally. 

Guaranteed protection: Up to $8 million in 
professional liability insurance. Plus, ATPE is 
the only Texas educators’ association with 
up to $20,000 in employment rights defense 
coverage, win or lose. (You’ll never have to 
worry whether the organization will “take” your 
case.) 

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY 
Nonpartisan: We’re not promoting the 
Democrats’ or Republicans’ agendas. We’re 
supporting public education. 

Your voice at the Capitol(s): ATPE lobbyists 
work with policymakers in Austin and DC to 
write and support legislation that protects 
educators and to fight bills that threaten our 
Texas public schools. 

RESOURCES 
Save hundreds of dollars annually: The average 
ATPE member can easily recoup twice the 
cost of their dues in savings with services and 
discount programs. Many save hundreds more.

Free professional development: ATPE’s 
Professional Learning Portal allows you to 
manage and earn CPE credits on your own time.

Stay connected: ATPE communications keep 
you informed about pressing education issues, 
news, and trends.

ATPE VIDEO TIPS

*Eligibility, terms, and conditions apply. Visit atpe.org/protection for details.

http://atpe.org/protection

