
Learn the Difference Between 
ATPE-PAC & ATPE DIRECT

What is ATPE-PAC? 
The ATPE Political Action Committee (ATPE-
PAC) helps ATPE advocate for you, your pro-
fession, and your students by pooling our 
members’ financial resources to make cam-
paign contributions to pro-public education 
candidates and officeholders. The mission of 
ATPE-PAC is to generate goodwill with elected 
officials and help elect candidates who support 
public schools and ATPE’s collaborative philos-
ophy. ATPE-PAC makes bipartisan campaign 
contributions to candidates based on compre-
hensive research and recommendations from 
ATPE’s experienced lobbyists and our members 
and leaders.

How is ATPE-PAC funded? 
Dues dollars are not used to fund ATPE-PAC. We 
are only allowed to solicit donations to ATPE-
PAC from ATPE members, employees, or their 
families. All PAC donations are strictly voluntary 
and must be made using personal funds. Federal 
and state law prohibits ATPE from using corpo-
rate funds to make campaign contributions from 
ATPE-PAC to candidates or officeholders, and 
that’s why we rely exclusively on personal dona-
tions from individual ATPE members. 

Why does ATPE need both ATPE-PAC and ATPE Direct? 
We are limited in our ability to grow ATPE-PAC since we can only solicit personal donations from our own 
membership. Adding ATPE Direct to our advocacy toolbox allows us to raise more money from additional 
sources and make an even larger impact on the political climate.

What is ATPE Direct? 
ATPE Direct is what is known as a direct ex-
penditure PAC. It also plays an integral part in 
advancing ATPE’s legislative priorities by mak-
ing “direct campaign expenditures” on behalf 
of some candidates and funding other major 
advocacy initiatives, like fighting off extraordi-
nary threats during a legislative session. ATPE 
Direct (formerly known as the Texas Public Edu-
cation Project) was launched by the ATPE Board 
of Directors in 2015 with a one-time infusion of 
corporate dollars from ATPE’s reserves. As a 
supplement to ATPE-PAC, our association uses 
ATPE Direct to influence the outcome of critical 
elections by making campaign-related expendi-
tures of our own that are not connected to the 
candidates themselves. ATPE Direct allows us to 
pay for more expensive activities, such as phone 
banking, radio ads, and direct mail to voters in 
high-profile districts, using both personal and 
corporate funds. 

How is ATPE Direct funded? 
Unlike ATPE-PAC, ATPE Direct can accept funds 
from individuals and corporations. Since ATPE 
Direct funds are not given to candidates, we 
can legally accept donations from ATPE local 
units and regions, including dues dollars that are 
considered corporate funds. To continue using 
ATPE Direct to advance our advocacy goals, we 
need the financial support of ATPE local units 
and regions in order to stay competitive during 
future election cycles. 
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