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The Association of Texas Professional Educators (ATPE) offers the following input in opposition to 
SB 1968 by Sen Bettencourt. SB 1968 would allow businesses to write off a portion of their state 
premium tax liability by contributing to an education savings account (ESA) voucher program. These 
tax dollars would be distributed to parents of qualifying children. ESA funds may be used to pay for 
private school tuition, homeschooling, and instructional materials, among other things. The program 
would also allow third-party vendors to organize as educational assistance organizations and 
presumably receive state funding for processing applications and tracking voucher program funds.  

SB 1968 provides for inappropriate use of tax dollars. 

SB 1968 would inappropriately hand Texas taxpayer dollars to private individuals to make direct 
payments to vendors. These largely unregulated vendors are not tracked under any accountability 
system, are not subject to open records, and are not answerable to voters. Public taxpayer dollars 
should only be spent by public entities that are transparent and accountable to voters and taxpayers. 

SB 1968 provides for inefficient use of tax dollars. 

SB 1968 would cost the state roughly $200 million during the first biennium and would reduce funding 
available to local school districts. By handing private individuals a blank check paid for by taxpayers, 
SB 1968 surrenders the economy of scale and bulk purchasing power available to public entities. 

SB 1968 creates a backdoor to Common Core. 

Chapter 28, TEC, prohibits the state from requiring national curriculum standards developed by the 
Common Core State Standards Initiative. Private schools do not fall under this prohibition, which 
means SB 1968 would authorize public tax dollars to be spent to fund Common Core instruction. 

Federal protections for students with disabilities will not apply.  

Students with disabilities who leave the public school system in order to participate would be forced to 
surrender rights protected under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which 
guarantees that students receiving public education services are entitled to receive, free of charge, all 
services necessary to ensure a free appropriate public education (FAPE). This guarantee is based on 
each student’s unique needs as outlined in their legally enforceable individualized education plan, 
which is developed jointly with the student, parents, and highly trained educators. A student waives 
these rights when they withdraw from the public education system to accept a voucher. 

SB 1968 would redirect taxpayer dollars to create a voucher program that would be detrimental to our 
most vulnerable students. Therefore, we respectfully urge members to OPPOSE SB 1968. For 
additional information, contact ATPE Governmental Relations at (800) 777-2873 or 
government@atpe.org. 
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